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CARER INITIATIVE 
Statement by Minister for Child Protection 

MS S.F. McGURK (Fremantle — Minister for Child Protection) [1.11 pm]: I have the great pleasure of updating 
the house on a Department of Communities local initiative aimed at supporting foster and family carers. The 
Armadale and Cannington child protection districts are two of the largest in the state. In 2020, the Armadale district 
implemented the Carer Initiative, which is aimed at improving the recruitment and retention of foster and family 
carers. This initiative has now grown to the whole east metropolitan region. The underpinning philosophy of the 
initiative is that care arrangements are the site of healing for children and that well recruited, skilled and supported 
carers are crucial to better life outcomes for children in care. 
The Carer Initiative provides practical support for carers, including the provision of meals and house cleaning. Carer 
meals are offered to foster and family carers four times a year, or once a school term. Carers choose from a menu 
with multiple selections for the main meal and a dessert or snack pack. As at 2 November 2022, a total of 1 014 meals 
had been delivered to carers since the initiative commenced. The Armadale district also formed a partnership with 
a local cleaning agency to provide carers with cleaning supports after workers decided that they wanted to find 
a better way to practically support their carers. As at 31 October 2022, a total of 636 regular cleaning services were 
provided to 146 carer households. As well as practical support, 116 Adventure World season passes were purchased 
for carers in the Armadale and Cannington districts for foster and family carers, their biological children and the 
children in their care to enjoy together. 
Feedback from carers has been overwhelmingly positive, with the general feedback being that they feel valued. 
I commend the Department of Communities east metropolitan region for its efforts in supporting local carers, 
allowing them to spend more time with the children in their care and enabling them to be more involved in the 
emotional healing of children. Foster and family carers are critical to supporting children in care and I want to 
acknowledge the incredible work that they do and the caseworkers who support them. 
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